
 

2018 OECD Forum Research Fellowship 
Proposal Instructions 
Overview 

The purpose of your proposal is to provide an overview of your preferred policy area and the topic of your 
Research Fellowship. You will build upon your research proposal during the program, culminating in the 
publication of a policy paper with practical recommendations for change. These recommendations must 
relate to Australian foreign or domestic policy. The purpose of the fellowship is to prepare you for 
meetings in Paris and the ultimate aim of being externally published. All Global Voices’ delegates have 
their papers uploaded to the Global Voices website.  

We are looking for applicants who demonstrate imagination by providing innovative policy solutions. 
You should also consider what can be achieved within the research timelines and with the available 
resources.  

Your proposal cannot exceed 500 words. Your final paper will be approximately 2500 words.  

Context 

The mission of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is to promote 
policies to improve the economic and social well-being of people around the world. The OECD provides a 
forum in which governments can work together to share experiences and seek solutions to common 
problems. The OECD works with governments to understand what drives economic, social and 
environmental change. This underscores their resolve to make the OECD a more effective and inclusive 
global policy network.  
 
The OECD is at the forefront of promoting multi-lateral cooperation with the agenda of ‘making 
globalization work for all’. Their vision of Inclusive growth permeates the work of the organization, 
advocating for sustainable progress and prosperity whilst placing inclusiveness and well-being at its center. 
In 2017, the the central focus of the forum was aimed at Bridging Divides in time of increasing nationalism, 
historically low levels of trust, and a rapid pace of technological development. The forum highlighted the 
importance of continuing our focus on developing more integrated, and inclusive economies and societies. 
To learn more about the forum click here.  
 
In the words of the Secretary General Gurria, the spirit of the OECD is to “preserve what is positive, and 
address what it is not working; be honest but confident; self-critical but forward-looking; realistic but 
visionary”. Keep this in mind when designing policy!  
 
 

 

http://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HWDOhZzfnE


Research Areas 

We have split up each priority into a research area and provided prompts and questions for each. You do 
not need to address the prompts directly, but your proposal must address one of the research areas. 

Research area one: Restore confidence in markets and institutions: 

1. Technological progress and demographic change are having a profound impact on OECD labor 
markets, affecting both the quantity and quality of jobs that are available. Discuss measures to 
ensure the future workforce is equipped with the soft skills necessary to remain adaptive in the 
face of automation forces.  

2. German Chancellor Angela Merkel warned that despite the challenges faced by the world economy, 
“protectionism is not the proper answer” (World Economic Forum 2018). Provide alternative 
measures that can be implemented in order to boost multi-lateral cooperation.   

3. "The declining middle class poses a threat to both economic and political stability. The middle-class 
plays an essential role in economic growth as well as in the [sic] social and political stability and 
improves the strength and quality of democracy and its institutions". (OECD report, 2016) What 
role can the Australian Government (or OECD)  play in combating the erosion of the middle class 
and restore confidence in globalisation and free trade (if at all)? 
 

Research area two: Develop ‘green growth’ innovation strategies: 
 

1. Examine how the Australian Government can foster and support new sources of growth through 
‘green growth’. Identify global case studies and provide analysis on current 'green growth' 
innovation. 

2. "Harnessing emerging Asia's enormous potential for renewable energy is vital to mitigate climate 
change and facilitate the transition to a low carbon economy. It also provides opportunities for 
enhanced energy security, job creation and reduced air pollution." (Director of the OECD).  

3. “Green finance and Investment provides a global platform to identify reforms needed to steer 
investment away from fossil fuels” (Secretary-general’s report to ministers, OECD 2017). Discuss 
current and prospective green growth’ innovation strategies in relation to finance. 

Research area three: Digital Transformation  

1. It is “[..] increasingly clear that the Gap between ‘Technology 4.0’ and ‘Policy 1.0’ needs to be 
closed” (Secretary-general’s report to ministers, OECD 2017).  Create policy measures to 
address the productivity, unemployment and inequality challenged faced my many countries in 
regard to digital transformation. 

2. “Digital transformation can contribute to reducing inequality and achieving the goals of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development” (Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform). How can 
the government utilize digital transformation in order to work for growth and well-being? 

3. How can the spread of digital technology allow better access to financial markets and improve 
employment opportunities? Provide case studies of emerging markets that are utilizing digital 
technology. What risks and benefits have arisen in either scenario? 

4. “Bitcoin’s rise might reflect, for better or worse, a monumental transfer of social trust: away 
from human institutions to systems reliant on well tested computer computer code” (Tim Wu 
2017) Review the changing parameters of trust and the consequences it will have on 
governmental policy making. 

 

 

https://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/about/centre-for-opportunity-and-equality/Issues-note-Middle-Class-squeeze.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/development/increased-investment-in-renewable-energy-key-to-spur-sustainable-growth-in-emerging-asia.htm
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/economics/secretary-general-s-report-to-ministers-2017_sg_report-2017-en#.Wnxs05M-e9Y
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/economics/secretary-general-s-report-to-ministers-2017_sg_report-2017-en#.Wnxs05M-e9Y
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/18/opinion/bitcoin-boom-technology-trust.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/18/opinion/bitcoin-boom-technology-trust.html


Research area four: Refugee integration and migration flow patterns 

1. “The global economy is undergoing major economic, geopolitical and demographic changes that 
have significant consequences on the composition and size of migration flows”. Design 
integration policy measures that will enable refugees and asylum seekers to obtain adequate 
support. 

2. Examine how demographic change is affecting job quantity and quality, as well as labour market 
inclusiveness. Consider possible solutions to better facilitate integration in Australia. 

3. A joint OECD-ILO publication finds that labor migration has a relatively limited impact in terms 
of native-born workers’ labor market outcomes, economic growth, and public finance. Examine 
solutions in response to recent refugee inflows on the European labour force.  

Proposal Structure 

You must submit your research proposal in the following structure. 

Introduction & Context 

• Outline the issues and your research aims (i.e. questions that the proposed study will investigate 
and answer). 

• Provide brief context and background. 
• Topline review of the existing research and expert commentary. 

Proposed Recommendations 

• Provide initial or tentative policy recommendations (tip: recommendations should aim to be as 
practical as possible). 

• Determine which factors could influence or change your recommendations during the research 
process. 

• Your policy recommendations must relate to Australia either domestically or globally. 

 

 

 

 


