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2019 OECD Research Fellowship 
Proposal Instructions  

 

Overview 
The purpose of the proposal is to determine the focus and content of your policy paper, which you will 
complete as part of the Research Fellowship component of the Global Voices Scholarship Program. Your 
proposal cannot exceed 500 words.  
 
Your policy paper must include specific recommendations for domestic policy implementation that are 
realistic and achievable. While we are looking for innovative policy solutions based on ideas that demonstrate 
imagination and cutting-edge research, you should consider what can be achieved within the research 
timelines and with available resources.  
 
Your final paper will be approximately 2,500 words. If your final version is of high enough standard, it will be 
published on our online journal. You will also be supported to submit altered versions of your research to 
media organisations and think tanks for further publication, most often in the form of editorial or feature 
articles.  
 
Context 
The mission of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is to promote policies 
to improve the economic and social well-being of people around the world. The OECD provides a forum in 
which governments can work together to share experiences and seek solutions to common problems. The 
OECD works with governments to understand what drives economic, social and environmental change. This 
underscores their resolve to make the OECD a more effective and inclusive global policy network.  
 
The OECD is at the forefront of promoting multi-lateral cooperation with the agenda of ‘making globalization 
work for all’. Their vision of inclusive growth permeates the work of the organisation, advocating for 
sustainable progress and prosperity whilst placing inclusiveness and well-being at its centre. In 2018, the 
central focus of the OECD Forum was aimed at What Brings Us Together, moving from diagnosis to action, 
and shaping solutions to build these much-needed bridges. The Forum highlighted the importance of 
continuing our focus on developing more integrated, and inclusive economies and societies. We recommend 
you review the 2018 Forum programme and understand the three interconnected issues of: International 
Co-operation, Inclusive Growth, and Digitalisation. 
 

http://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/
http://www.oecd.org/forum/
http://www.oecd.org/forum/programme/


UPDATED: 21 January 2019 

Research Prompts 
We have split up each priority into a research area and provided prompts and questions for each. You do not 
need to address the prompts directly, but your proposal must address one of the research areas. 
 
International cooperation 
 

I. German Chancellor Angela Merkel warned that despite the challenges faced by the world economy, 
“protectionism is not the proper answer” (The Conversation.) Provide policy measures that Australia 
can implement in order to boost its multi-lateral cooperation and engagement.   
 

II. "Harnessing emerging Asia's enormous potential for renewable energy is vital to mitigate climate 
change and facilitate the transition to a low carbon economy. It also provides opportunities for 
enhanced energy security, job creation and reduced air pollution." (OECD.) Outline how Australia 
can support regional uptake of renewable energy and what policy changes this require. 
 

III. The economic crisis and the refugee surge in Europe have fuelled anxiety in the public at large about 
the capacity of international, national and local authorities to manage immigration and ensure 
successful migrant integration in host communities. This anxiety is polarising views, and impacting 
political choices (OECD.) Develop innovative policy options for improving engagement and 
integration outcomes of migrants into Australian communities, using case studies from European 
nations. 

 
Innovation and digitalisation 

I. Digitalisation has enormous potential to improve our lives, through artificial intelligence, big data, and 
the Internet of Things, but also presents numerous challenges, including rapid change in global 
societies and economies (OECD.) Outline how Australia can bridge the gap between policy frameworks 
designed in an analogue world and the era of digitalisation. 
 

II. Digital transformation could potentially be a game-changer when it comes to gender equality, offering 
new ways for women to participate in the labour market, improving conditions for female 
entrepreneurship, access to financial markets and the reconcilability of job and family (OECD.) Provide 
an analysis of how Australia can ensure that women actually benefit from these possibilities with 
recommendations for public and private sectors. 
 

III. While young people are often thought of as digital natives, older generations face significant 
challenges to accessing and using technology to benefit from and engage in society. Access to 
opportunities and essential social services is increasingly conditioned by digital skills, which raises the 
risk of deepening existing inequalities (OECD.) How can Australia ensure that older people are able to 
access services and engage in society, in an era of increasing digitalisation? 

Inclusive growth 

I. With 1 in 5 children living below the poverty line in some OECD nations, affordable, good quality 
housing, good health, secure employment, and a high quality of life seem increasingly unimaginable 
for a large portion of the world (OECD.) Outline how Australian policymakers could incorporate 
elements that consider a citizens’ ‘quality of life’ and what areas this could be emphasised to best 
effect. 
 

II. In many OECD nations there is a distinct urban-rural divide, where cities and urban areas offer more 
economic opportunities and jobs, while a high percentage of the population is confronted by poverty 

http://theconversation.com/vital-signs-what-the-davos-meeting-is-good-for-90447
http://www.oecd.org/development/increased-investment-in-renewable-energy-key-to-spur-sustainable-growth-in-emerging-asia.htm
http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/
http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/
http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/
http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/
http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/


UPDATED: 21 January 2019 

and lack of opportunities in more rural communities (OECD.) Propose domestic policy measures that 
could be implemented to help reduce this discrepancy and improve outcomes for Australians’ living 
in rural areas.  
 

III. Despite having higher rates of educational attainment than the generations before them, people 
under 25 are 60% more likely to be unemployed than the 25-54 age group. Under 25s are also 20% 
less likely to vote than those aged over 55, indicating a loss of faith in democratic processes (OECD.) 
Develop policy recommendations that will help to improve employment and voter engagement 
outcomes for young Australians. 
 

Proposal Structure 
Your proposal must include: 

 Context and background, including a top-line review of the existing research and commentary. 
 Your research aims. 
 Your proposed recommendations. 

Proposed Recommendations 

 Provide specific, realistic, and achievable policy recommendations. You should aim to write these 
using SMART criteria. 

 Recommendations should outline the mechanism responsible for implementing, funding, and 
evaluating the success of the policy recommendation. It is not always the same organization who does 
all three of these. For example, many Federal Departments provide funding to the ABS to conduct 
research into a specific area, which is then used and evaluated by another organisation. 

 These must relate specifically to Australia, but should also consider the global implications of their 
implementation.  

 

 
 

http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/
http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMART_criteria

