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2019 Y20 Research Fellowship 
Proposal Instructions  

 

Overview 
The purpose of the proposal is to determine the focus and content of your policy paper, which you will 
complete as part of the Research Fellowship component of the Global Voices Scholarship Program. Your 
proposal cannot exceed 500 words.  
 
Your policy paper must include specific recommendations for domestic policy implementation that are 
realistic and achievable. While we are looking for innovative policy solutions based on ideas that demonstrate 
imagination and cutting-edge research, you should consider what can be achieved within the research 
timelines and with available resources.  
 
Your final paper will be approximately 2,500 words. If your final version is of high enough standard, it will be 
published on our online journal. You will also be supported to submit altered versions of your research to 
media organisations and think tanks for further publication, most often in the form of editorial or feature 
articles.  
 
Context 
The Y20 Summit is a youth-led event bringing together young people from G20 countries to discuss and 
debate the G20 Leaders’ agenda. The summit concludes with the drafting of the Y20 Communiqué which is 
then presented to the G20 leaders. 
 
The Group of Twenty (G20) started out in 1999 as a meeting of finance ministers and central bank 
governors. In 2008, amidst the global financial crisis, it evolved into what it is today: a major forum that 
seeks to develop global policies to address today’s most pressing issues. G20 Summits are attended by the 
Head of State and government of 19 of the world’s leading economies and the EU. Together, the G20 
members represent 85% of global GDP, two-thirds of the world’s population and 75% of international trade. 
 
This year’s Summit will be held in Tokyo, Japan. As host nation, Japan will focus on international trade and 
investment, regional strength, innovation and technology, climate and energy, and peace and security. You 
can read more about Japan’s areas of focus at the G20 Summit through the Japanese Government’s website, 
as well as President Abe’s commitment to leading the 2019 Summit to great success. There is also 
information about the 2018 Summit for you to understand more about the overarching themes of the G20. 
 

https://www.japan.go.jp/g20japan/
https://www.g20.org/en/summit/message/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/ecm/ec/page25e_000291.html
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Research Prompts 
We have split up each priority into a research area and provided prompts and questions for each. You do not 
need to address the prompts directly, but your proposal must address one of the research areas. 
 
International trade and cooperation 
 

I. German Chancellor Angela Merkel warned that despite the challenges faced by the world economy, 
“protectionism is not the proper answer” (The Conversation.) Provide policy measures that Australia 
can implement in order to boost its multi-lateral cooperation and engagement. 
 

II. International trade is evolving with increasing complexity and is influenced by the current political 
climate. New technologies are providing global products and services in a world where geographical 
borders matter much less than before. How Australia can take advantage of the current political and 
technological climate to augment its international trade? 

 
Business and Environment 

I. "Harnessing emerging Asia's enormous potential for renewable energy is vital to mitigate climate 
change and facilitate the transition to a low carbon economy. It also provides opportunities for 
enhanced energy security, job creation and reduced air pollution." (OECD.) Outline how Australia 
can support regional uptake of renewable energy and what policy changes this will require. 
 

II. Digitalisation has enormous potential to improve our lives, through artificial intelligence, big data, and 
the Internet of Things, but also presents numerous challenges, including rapid change in global 
societies and economies. Outline how Australia can bridge the gap between policy frameworks 
designed in an analogue world and the era of digitalisation. 
 

III. Investment in transportation, basic sanitation, energy and digital connectivity enhances access and 
boosts growth and productivity. Yet, private participation in infrastructure investment is in decline in 
many countries. How can Australia promote investment in and mobilise capital to deliver 
infrastructure for development? 

Future of work 

I. Digital transformation could potentially be a game-changer when it comes to gender equality, offering 
new ways for women to participate in the labour market, improving conditions for female 
entrepreneurship, access to financial markets and the reconcilability of job and family. Provide an 
analysis of how Australia can ensure that women actually benefit from these possibilities with 
recommendations for public and private sectors. 
 

II. In many G20 nations there is a distinct urban-rural divide, where cities and urban areas offer more 
economic opportunities and jobs, while a high percentage of the population is confronted by poverty 
and lack of opportunities in more rural communities. Propose domestic policy measures that could be 
implemented to help reduce this discrepancy and improve outcomes for Australians’ living in rural 
areas.  
 

III. Despite having higher rates of educational attainment than the generations before them, people 
under 25 are 60% more likely to be unemployed than the 25-54 age group. Under 25s are also 20% 
less likely to vote than those aged over 55, indicating a loss of faith in democratic processes (OECD.) 
Develop policy recommendations that will help to improve employment and voter engagement 
outcomes for young Australians. 
 

http://theconversation.com/vital-signs-what-the-davos-meeting-is-good-for-90447
http://www.oecd.org/development/increased-investment-in-renewable-energy-key-to-spur-sustainable-growth-in-emerging-asia.htm
http://www.oecd.org/forum/issues/
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Proposal Structure 
Your proposal must include: 

 Context and background, including a top-line review of the existing research and commentary. 
 Your research aims. 
 Your proposed recommendations. 

Proposed Recommendations 

 Provide specific, realistic, and achievable policy recommendations. You should aim to write these 
using SMART criteria. 

 Recommendations should outline the mechanism responsible for implementing, funding, and 
evaluating the success of the policy recommendation. It is not always the same organization who does 
all three of these. For example, many Federal Departments provide funding to the ABS to conduct 
research into a specific area, which is then used and evaluated by another organisation. 

 These must relate specifically to Australia, but should also consider the global implications of their 
implementation.  

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMART_criteria

