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64th UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) Policy Fellowship 
(March 2020) 
Policy Proposal Instructions 

 

Overview 
The purpose of the proposal is to determine the focus and content of your policy paper, which you will complete 
as part of the Policy Fellowship component of the Global Voices Scholarship Program. This proposal cannot 
exceed 500 words.  
 
Your policy paper must include specific recommendations for domestic policy implementation that are realistic 
and achievable. While we are looking for innovative policy solutions based on ideas that demonstrate 
imagination and cutting-edge research, you should consider what can be achieved within the research timelines 
and within your available resources.  
 
Your final policy paper will be approximately 2,500 words. If your final version is of high enough standard, it will 
be published on our online journal. You will also be supported to submit altered versions of your research to 
media organisations and think tanks for further publication, most often in the form of editorial or feature 
articles.  
 

Context 
The 64th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is planned to take place at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York from 9 to 20 March 2020. Representatives of Member States, UN entities, 
and ECOSOC-accredited non-governmental organisations (NGOs) from all regions of the world are invited to 
attend the session. 
 
In 2020, the global community will mark the 25th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women and 
adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995). A five-year milestone will be reached 
towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. The year 2020 is therefore pivotal for the accelerated realisation of gender equality and the 
empowerment of all women and girls, everywhere. 
 
The main focus of the Session will be on the review and appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the 23rd Special Session of the General Assembly. 
The review will include an assessment of current challenges that affect the implementation of the Platform 
for Action and the achievement of gender equality, as well as the empowerment of women and its 
contribution towards the full realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

  

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/member-states
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/ngo-participation
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/fwcwn.html
http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/01/beijing-declaration
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/beijing+5.htm
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Policy Topics  
Policy proposals must relate to one of the following areas and to the themes of either CSW63 or CSW64: 
 
Review of Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action: 
 

1. What strategies and key actions that civil-society organisations, private sector and governments can 
take to contribute to the accelerated implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action by 2020? 

2. What measures can be introduced to eliminate the persistent and increasing burden of poverty of 
women, such as the increasing issue of female homelessness and housing affordability? 

3. What strategies can be developed by the private sector and Government to encourage men to 
participate fully in all actions towards gender equality? 

4. What people-centered sustainable development policies could be implemented in Australia to 
improve opportunities for women in the workforce? 

5. What strategies could the Government develop to more appropriately allocate public expenditure to 
promote women’s equal access to productive resources, particularly those living in poverty? 

 
Achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 
 

1. Focusing on ‘SDG 10: Reducing Inequalities’, what measures can be taken by civil-society 
organisations, private sector and/or Government to ensure women who identify as part of minority 
groups - such as those with a disability, indigenous, rural and remote, and/or ethnicity - are included 
in the co-design of solutions to ensure greater female economic empowerment? 

2. How can partnerships with the private sector unlock solutions to achieve the SDGs by 2030, particularly 
‘SDG 5: Gender Equality’?  

3. How can we improve the data collection and quality of information on gender to support SDG 
reporting and improve the Government’s decision-making and capacity for change? 

 
Review of CSW63 Themes: 
 

1. How can the Government leverage social protection systems and access to public services and 
sustainable infrastructure to improve gender equality?  

2. What strategies could be established to improve the way the Government develops public 
infrastructure to improve greater access for women?  

3. With natural disasters (drought, cyclones, floods) a very real problem for many Australians -  
particularly rural and indigenous women - what solutions could be developed that consider a gender-
responsive approach to disaster risk reduction? 

4. How can digital technology be used to build safe and empowering spaces for women and girls in 
Australia? How can their safety, privacy and security be protected in light of the inherent digital risks?  

5. Small-to-Medium enterprises (SMEs) across all regions are the highest full-time permanent employer 
for women. As social enterprises, they contribute to helping keep women at risk of social exclusion 
involved to the labour market. How can social enterprises be further leveraged and expanded as an 
innovative employment solution to addressing gender inequality and promoting greater economic 
empowerment for women? 

 

Proposal Structure 
Your proposal must include: 

 Context and background, including a top-line review of the existing research and commentary. 
 Your research aims. 
 Your proposed recommendations. 
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Proposed Recommendations 

 Provide specific, realistic, and achievable policy recommendations. You should aim to write these using 
SMART criteria. 

 These must relate specifically to Australia, but should also consider the global implications of their 
implementation.  

 Recommendations should outline the mechanism responsible for implementing, funding, and 
evaluating the success of the policy recommendation. It is not always the same organisation who does 
all three of these. For example, many Federal Departments provide funding to the ABS to conduct 
research into a specific area, which is then used and evaluated by another organisation. 

 You should consider what success would look like, if your recommendation was to be implemented. 
How would this be measured? And by whom? How would this fit within existing outcome measures? 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMART_criteria

