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Abstract 
 
The Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) were unanimously approved by the U.N. member states 
in 2000. The MDG’s were fostered and developed by the U.N. in an effort to galvanise the world to 
take action on eight key development areas. Since 2000, the MDG’s have played a key role in the 
progress achieved in international development. As the world approaches the conclusion of the MDG 
timeframe in 2015, work has already begun on developing a new framework for international 
development for 2015 and beyond. In formulating this new framework, the focus of the U.N. has been 
on building on the successes of the MDG’s and addressing areas of concern. One of the main concerns 
that has been expressed is the unequal development levels between countries, with some making 
significant progress in MDG target areas, and others not likely to achieve any targets at all. In 
particular, many Pacific Island Countries have failed to make significant gains on many MDG’s. 
Australia is a key contributor to international aid and development in the Pacific, and could use its 
international ties and its relationship with Pacific Island Countries to create partnerships to bring 
lasting change. Many of the challenges faced in the Pacific are complex and will require more than the 
provision of aid. This should be the focus of Australia’s post-2015 international development agenda. 
 
  

Recommendations 
 

1. Australia should consider increasing its foreign aid spending to the U.N. recommended level of 
0.7% of Gross National Product1. The United Kingdom has managed to maintain foreign aid 
spending at this level2, and it is entirely possible Australia could do so as well. 
 

2. Australia should act to promote the issues and concerns faced by Pacific Island Countries. 
Australia, as one of the most powerful countries in the region, could act to draw attention to 
serious problems, such as the displacement of settlements due to the rising sea level. 

 

3. Australia should be more deliberate about creating partnerships to target development goals. The 
Pacific region has not experienced the same level of International development gains as other 
parts of the world3 and, as such, Australia should take the lead as one of the most powerful 
nations in the area in making sure the Pacific region is not left behind in international 
development in future years. 

                                                 
1 United Nations, Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 
United Nations General Assembly, 2002, p. 9. 
2 L. Booth, ‘The 0.7% Aid Target’, 2014, House of Commons: Economic Policy and Statistics Section, U.K., 2014. 
3 J. Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs, ‘The Special Event in 2013 to follow up efforts made towards achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals’ (speech give on 25 September 2013) 
<http://www.foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/Pages/2013/jb_sp_130925.aspx?ministerid=4> accessed 14 
September 2014. 

http://www.foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/Pages/2013/jb_sp_130925.aspx?ministerid=4
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Introduction 
 
The MDG’s were developed over an extended period of time through conferences and dialogue 
facilitated by the United Nations (UN) between intergovernmental organisations, non-governmental 
organisations and other entities4. Some notable organisations that were active in contributing to the 
development of the MDG’s were the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund5. 
 
The MDG’s were unanimously approved by all UN member states at the UN’s Millennium Summit in 
20006. At the Millennium Summit, all UN member states committed to working towards the eight 
MDG’s for a period of 15 years7. One of the strengths of the MDG’s is that it provides a minimum of 
one measurable target for each goal. For example, the first MDG is the eradication of extreme hunger 
and poverty. One of the targets of the first MDG is the halving of the number of people who live on 
less than $1 per day8. These measurable targets, combined with the MDG timeframe, have provided 
a level of focus, direction and urgency in the areas of human capital, infrastructure and human rights9. 
For a full list of the MDG’s and their associated targets, see Figure 1. 
 
Figure 1 

                                                 
4 D. Hakura & S. Nsouli, The Millennium Development Goals, the Emerging Framework for Capacity Building, 
and the Role of the IMF, IMF Institute, Washington, 2003. 
5 Ibid. 
6 United Nations General Assembly, United Nations Millennium Declaration, United Nations, New York, 2000. 
7 Ibid. 
8 United Nations General Assembly, Road Map toward the implementation of the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration, United Nations, 2014, p. 19. 
9 Ibid. 
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Since 2000, the MDG’s have provided the framework for some significant achievements in 
international development10, including lifting 700 million people out of poverty11, the regular provision 
of HIV/AIDS treatment to eight million people 12 , and a decrease in the child mortality rate 13 . 
Individually, some countries have achieved considerable progress on MDG target areas, such as Brazil, 
which has already either achieved or is on track to achieve all its MDG’s14. However, there has been 
disparity in MDG progress between countries, with some countries struggling to make any progress at 
all. One such country is Papua New Guinea (PNG), which has not met any of its MDG targets15 and has 
little likelihood of meeting any MDG targets within the MDG timeframe16.  
 
In the lead up to the conclusion of the MDG timeframe there has been numerous U.N. facilitated 
conferences and discussions. These discussions have revolved around the achievement and 
performance of the MDG’s and the future direction of international development after 201517. This 
process is likely to conclude by late 2015, when U.N. member states are expected to formally adopt a 
new international development framework to build upon the work done through the MDG’s. 
 

Australia and the MDG’s 
 
Australia has been a key supporter of the MDG’s since its inception. In a speech given on 25th 
September 2013, the Australian Foreign Affairs Minister expressed the governments ongoing 
commitment to the MDG’s18. In addition to this, the Minister also expressed Australia’s commitment 
to participating in the process to contribute to the post-2015 international development agenda19. 
Some examples of Australia’s efforts in assisting MDG progress are the provision of immunisation from 
polio and measles for over 500,000 children in Papua New Guinea (PNG)20, the building of over 2000 
new schools in Indonesia21, and the provision of access to safe drinking water to over one million 
people in Sub-Saharan Africa22. In spite of Australia’s provisions, these Pacific and Sub-Saharan regions 
have continually struggled to achieve MDG targets. 
 

                                                 
10 D. Nayyar, The MDGs after 2015: Some reflections on the possibilities, UN System Task Team on the Post-
2015 UN Development Agenda, New York, 2012, p.10. 
11 United Nations Monitoring Group, The Millennium Development Goals Report 2014, United Nation, New 
York, 2014, p. 4. 
12 Ibid. 
13 Ibid. 
14 MDG Monitor, ‘Brazil: Progress Goal by Goal’, 
http://www.mdgmonitor.org/country_progress.cfm?c=BRA&cd=76, 2014, (accessed 24 September 2014). 
15 MDG Monitor, ‘Papua New Guinea: Progress Goal by Goal’, 
http://www.mdgmonitor.org/country_progress.cfm?c=PNG&cd=598, 2014, (accessed 24 September 2014). 
16 Ibid. 
17 D. Nayyar, loc. cit. 
18 J. Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs, op. cit. 
19 J. Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs, op. cit. 
20 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, ‘Millennium Development Goals’, 
http://aid.dfat.gov.au/aidissues/mdg/Pages/home.aspx, 2014, (accessed 12 September 2014). 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 

http://www.mdgmonitor.org/country_progress.cfm?c=BRA&cd=76
http://www.mdgmonitor.org/country_progress.cfm?c=PNG&cd=598
http://aid.dfat.gov.au/aidissues/mdg/Pages/home.aspx
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Although Australia has been an important contributor to international development efforts, the 
government has also come under criticism for decreases in the level of foreign aid23. The previous 
government had committed to gradually increasing aid from $4.8 billion annually to $6.4 billion24. The 
current government, however, has decided not to increase foreign aid but instead to decrease it by 
$8 billion over five years25. This stands in contrast with the United Kingdom, which has increased its 
foreign aid contribution in 2014 by 30% to £11 billion26, achieving the U.N. recommended aid level of 
0.7% of Gross National Income27. The problem with Australia’s decrease in aid is that it hurts the 
nations that rely on Australia the most, particularly in the Pacific where Australia’s contribution makes 
up 54% of the total aid received by Pacific Island Countries28. Even though Australia is planning on 
increasing the proportion of foreign aid spending in the Pacific, this will not be enough to offset the 
total foreign aid decreases. This is likely to result in the reduction of Australia’s financial and material 
international development provisions.  
 

Pacific Region 
 
One of the key regions that has seen limited progress in MDG target areas is the Pacific.29 Whilst 
globally the number of people living under the poverty line has halved, this progress has not extended 
to the Pacific, where countries continue to have large proportions of their populations suffer from 
extreme poverty and hunger.30 Although countries like China have been able to reduce the poverty 
level from 94 million to 27 million,31 countries like PNG have struggled to achieve progress on the first 
MDG.32 This is typical of many nations in the Pacific, with only two island nations, Niue and Cook 
Islands, on track to achieve the first MDG.33  
 
Australia has always played a key role in the international affairs of the Pacific Island Countries as a 
member of the Pacific Islands Forum and as an important aid contributor in the region. Australia 

                                                 
23 K. Barlow, ‘Budget 2014: Axe falls on foreign aid spending, nearly $8 billion in cuts over next five years’, ABC 
News, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-05-13/budget-2014-axe-falls-on-foreign-aid-spending/5450844, 
2014, (accessed 26 September 2014). 
24 K. Rudd, Minister for Foreign Affairs, ‘International Development Assistance Budget’, (media release 10 May 
2011), <http://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2011/kr_mr_110510b.aspx?ministerid=2?> accessed 28 
September 2014. 
25 K. Barlow, loc. cit. 
26 J. Groves & G. Peev, ‘£11bn foreign aid budget is my proudest achievement, says PM after amount given to 
poorer nations rockets by more than 30%’, Daily Mail, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
2596469/11bn-foreign-aid-budget-proudest-achievement-says-PM-given-poorer-nations-rockets-30.html, 
2013, (accessed 26 September 2014). 
27 L. Booth, op. cit.  
28 OECD, Development Aid at a Glance: Oceania 2014 Edition, 2014 (accessed 26 September 2014). 
29 J. Boston (ed.), Eliminating World Poverty: Global Goals and Regional Progress, Institute of Policy Studies, 
New Zealand, 2009, pp. 103-104. 
30 Ibid. 
31 MDG Achievement Fund, ‘China is the first country to reach MDG of halving its poverty rate’, 
http://www.mdgfund.org/content/china/news/ChinaisfirstdevelopingcountrytoreachMDGofhalvingitspovertyr
ate, 2010, (accessed 14 September 2014). 
32 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, ‘Papua New Guinea: Why we give aid to Papua New Guinea’, 
http://aid.dfat.gov.au/countries/pacific/png/Pages/why-aid.aspx, 2014, (accessed 15 September 2014). 
33 International Institute for Sustainable Development, ‘Pacific Islands Report of MDG Progress’, 
http://sd.iisd.org/news/pacific-islands-report-on-mdg-progress/, 2013, (accessed 15 September 2014). 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-05-13/budget-2014-axe-falls-on-foreign-aid-spending/5450844
http://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2011/kr_mr_110510b.aspx?ministerid=2?
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2596469/11bn-foreign-aid-budget-proudest-achievement-says-PM-given-poorer-nations-rockets-30.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2596469/11bn-foreign-aid-budget-proudest-achievement-says-PM-given-poorer-nations-rockets-30.html
http://www.mdgfund.org/content/china/news/ChinaisfirstdevelopingcountrytoreachMDGofhalvingitspovertyrate
http://www.mdgfund.org/content/china/news/ChinaisfirstdevelopingcountrytoreachMDGofhalvingitspovertyrate
http://aid.dfat.gov.au/countries/pacific/png/Pages/why-aid.aspx
http://sd.iisd.org/news/pacific-islands-report-on-mdg-progress/
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currently directs 84% of its aid spending towards Pacific Island Countries34 and the government has 
indicated it is likely to increase this proportion to 92% in future years.35 Australia is also one of the 
most important economic trading partners in the area, with many Pacific Island Countries relying 
heavily on trade with Australia and Australian tourism. Australia has also been involved in the region 
with peace-keeping missions. Australia has previously been called upon to provide peace-keepers to 
the Solomon Islands,36 East Timor,37 and Bougainville.38 Australia has also played an important role in 
assisting in the development of the Timorese defence force39 and the PNG defence force40. Australia 
has the established relationships in the area to work collaboratively on development goals. 
 
Australia should be concerned at the lack of development progress experienced in the Pacific. Poverty 
and economic vulnerability have been contributing factors to the political instability in the region. This 
political instability has come at a high cost to Australia41 in the form of necessary military assistance 
provided to unstable nations and governments.42 In addition to this, the large amount of resources 
Australia commits to the region means that the government should be active in ensuring that 
Australian tax-payer funds are not being squandered through corruption or inefficient bureaucracy. 
Australia, as a leader in the region, stands to gain the most from a more prosperous and more stable 
Pacific. 
 
Since the start of the Millennium, there has been great progress achieved in international 
development. However, in approaching the end of the MDG timeframe, it is difficult not to come to 
the conclusion that the Pacific region was largely left behind.43 As the MDG’s are concluded and a new 
development agenda is adopted, it is important that the Pacific is able to share in the benefits of 
international development in the post-MDG era.  
 

Looking to the future 
 
In 2012, the U.N. Secretary-General formed a panel of 27 individuals, including President Yudhoyono 
of Indonesia, Prime Minister Cameron of the U.K. and President Sirleaf of Liberia. The Secretary-
General tasked this panel with making a report of recommendations and concerns about the post-

                                                 
34 Lowy Institute, ‘Australian Foreign Aid Overview’, http://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/australian-foreign-
aid, 2014, (accessed 14 September 2014). 
35 Ibid. 
36 Department of Defence, ‘General Information Solomon Islands’, 
http://www.defence.gov.au/op/solomonislands/general.htm, 2012, (accessed 23 September 2014). 
37 Nautilus Institute for Security and Sustainability, ‘ADF: Past operations in Timor-Leste’, 
http://nautilus.org/publications/books/australian-forces-abroad/east-timor/adf-past-operations-in-timor-
leste-east-timor/, 2010, (accessed 24 September 2014). 
38 Australian Army, ‘Bougainville: Setting the Scene’, http://www.army.gov.au/Our-
stories/Operations/Bougainville/Setting-the-scene/Introduction, 2014, (accessed 23 September 2014). 
39 Department of Defence, ‘Australian contribution to Peacekeeping in East Timor’, 
http://www.defence.gov.au/minister/13tpl.cfm?CurrentId=1511, 2002, (accessed 23 September 2014). 
40 Nautilus Institute for Security and Sustainability, ‘Defence Cooperation Program - South Pacific’, 
http://nautilus.org/publications/books/australian-forces-abroad/pacific-islands/defence-cooperation-
program-south-pacific/, 2013, (accessed 22 September 2014). 
41 Auditor-General Department, Report no. 38 2001-2002, Management of Australian Defence force 
Deployment to East Timor, Australian Government, Canberra, p. 23. 
42 AusAid, Pacific 2020 Background Paper: Political Governance, Australian Government, Canberra, 2005, p. 7. 
43 International Institute for Sustainable Development, op. cit. 

http://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/australian-foreign-aid
http://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/australian-foreign-aid
http://www.defence.gov.au/op/solomonislands/general.htm
http://nautilus.org/publications/books/australian-forces-abroad/east-timor/adf-past-operations-in-timor-leste-east-timor/
http://nautilus.org/publications/books/australian-forces-abroad/east-timor/adf-past-operations-in-timor-leste-east-timor/
http://www.army.gov.au/Our-stories/Operations/Bougainville/Setting-the-scene/Introduction
http://www.army.gov.au/Our-stories/Operations/Bougainville/Setting-the-scene/Introduction
http://www.defence.gov.au/minister/13tpl.cfm?CurrentId=1511
http://nautilus.org/publications/books/australian-forces-abroad/pacific-islands/defence-cooperation-program-south-pacific/
http://nautilus.org/publications/books/australian-forces-abroad/pacific-islands/defence-cooperation-program-south-pacific/
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2015 international development agenda44. This panel concluded their task in 2013. Some of the points 
made have particular relevance to the Pacific Context, such as ensuring all people are able to share in 
the benefits of international development, working towards environmental sustainability and forging 
new international partnerships. 
 

a) Leave No One Behind45 
 
“The next development agenda must ensure that in the future neither income nor gender, nor ethnicity, 
nor disability, nor geography, will determine whether people live or die, whether a mother can give 
birth safely, or whether her child has a fair chance in life. We must keep faith with the promise of the 
MDGs and now finish the job.” - Excerpt from ‘A New Global Partnership’ Report46 
 
One of the main concerns expressed by the panel about the MDG’s and any future international 
development framework is the need for the benefits gained to be distributed equally amongst 
countries and regions. In terms of the Pacific and its general lack of progress on the MDG’s47, the main 
area of concern is the lack of progress on the first MDG, the eradication of extreme poverty and 
hunger48. This MDG is considered to be a fundamental goal because of the potential carry on effects 
in other areas. If an individual is living in poverty and hunger, this is likely to have a detrimental effect 
on their ability to be a productive member of society and to live a healthy life. Whereas, if an individual 
is able to earn a living, there is potential for income to be used to educate children or access 
healthcare. The lack of progress by Pacific Island Countries in this area should be a chief concern of 
Australia and should be a priority in Australia’s international development efforts post-2015. 
 
However, the focus of the next phase of international development must be broader than simply the 
achievement of specific targets. Equal distribution of international development gains must by 
accompanied by equal treatment of people within a country, since discrimination can be a factor in 
societies in restricting economic opportunities. This is most detrimental when discrimination is 
exhibited by governments and authorities against their own citizens. The problem of discrimination is 
difficult to deal with and must be tackled at a societal level. In the Pacific region, one example of 
discrimination is the the treatment of tribal and ethnic people in PNG. The PNG government has 
refused to sign the International Labour Organisation’s Convention on Indigenous Tribal People It has 
also refused to sign the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People. In addition to this, the 
PNG government has passed legislation that gives it the right to enter into agreements over land 
without the consent of any tribes that may live in the area49. This disturbing pattern of discrimination 
against tribal people is not unique to PNG in the Pacific. 
 
The fight against discrimination and for individual rights is an ongoing battle in many Pacific Island 
Countries. Unstable governments, coups, and corruption have all contributed to an environment 
where individuals can be susceptible to the abuse of their rights. In Bouganville, an autonomous region 

                                                 
44 United Nations, A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and transform Economies through Sustainable 
Development, United Nations Publications, New York, 2013.  
45 United Nations, A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and transform Economies through Sustainable 
Development, op. cit., pp. 8-9. 
46 Ibid. 
47 J. Boston, (ed.), op. cit., pp. 103-104. 
48 Ibid.  
49 Environmental (amendment) Bill 2010 (PNG). 
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of PNG, a U.N. report found that 62% of adult males living on the island had committed rape at least 
once50, and 42% of those males had admitted to raping a non-partner51.  These statistics are horrific 
and shocking, and the prevalence of rape on Bouganville suggests wide-scale societal problems. These 
problems of violence and abuse also have repercussions on economic development, with crime and 
violence contributing to decreases in productivity and morale, and increases in absenteeism and staff 
mobility52. 
 
The challenge to ensure the provision and protection of human rights and economic opportunities 
requires more than the provision of funds and material. It is a challenge that will require diplomacy 
and policy development. It will also require governments to be held accountable for their actions. 
However, as a member of the Pacific community, Australia is in a position to be able to raise these 
issues with nations, to push for the protection of human rights and to assist countries in making sure 
that all people are afforded protection from discrimination and abuse. 
 
b) Putting sustainable development at the core53 
 
“For twenty years, the international community has aspired to integrate the social, economic, and 
environmental dimensions of sustainability, but no country has yet achieved patterns of consumption 
and production that could sustain global prosperity in the coming decades. A new agenda will need to 
set out the core elements of sustainable lifestyles that can work for all.” - Excerpt from ‘A New Global 
Partnership’ Report54 

Since the approval of the MDG’s, sustainability has come to be one of the most prominent concerns 
in international development. Sustainability can be a difficult goal for developing nations to pursue, 
particularly when economically weak nations are tempted to engage in practices that result in short 
term economic benefit, but long term environmental damage. Some examples of these kinds of 
activities are overfishing, unsustainable logging practices and unsafe mining practices.  
 
One of the biggest environmental concerns that has emerged in recent times is climate change. 
Climate change is concerning for the Pacific region because of its effect on weather and the sea level. 
This is something that effects the whole world, developed and developing alike. Recently, President 
Obama declared climate change to be “a bigger threat than terrorism”,55 and UN Secretary-General 

                                                 
50 E. Fulu, X. Warner, S. Miedema, R. Jewkes, T. Roselli, & J. Lang, Why do some men use violence against 
women and how can we prevent it?, UN Development Group, 2013, pp. 40-42. 
51 Ibid 
52 World Bank, ‘The Cost of Crime and Violence in Papua New Guinea’, 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/08/15/the-costs-of-crime-and-violence-in-papua-new-
guinea, 2013, (accessed 26 September 2014). 
53 United Nations, ‘A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and transform Economies through Sustainable 
Development’, op. cit., p. 8.  
54 Ibid. 
55 M. Kenny & L. Cox, “‘Bigger threat than terrorism’: Barrack Obama signals Australia, India and China must 
improve on climate change”, Sydney Morning Herald, 2014, http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-
news/bigger-threat-than-terrorism-barack-obama-signals-australia-india-and-china-must-improve-on-climate-
change-20140924-10l51d.html, (accessed 14 September 2014).  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/08/15/the-costs-of-crime-and-violence-in-papua-new-guinea
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/08/15/the-costs-of-crime-and-violence-in-papua-new-guinea
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/bigger-threat-than-terrorism-barack-obama-signals-australia-india-and-china-must-improve-on-climate-change-20140924-10l51d.html
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/bigger-threat-than-terrorism-barack-obama-signals-australia-india-and-china-must-improve-on-climate-change-20140924-10l51d.html
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/bigger-threat-than-terrorism-barack-obama-signals-australia-india-and-china-must-improve-on-climate-change-20140924-10l51d.html
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Ban Ki-Moon has called it “the biggest ever threat to humanity.” 56  The unfortunate reality of 
environmental problems is that it is often the economically vulnerable that are most heavily effect. 
This is certainly the case in the Pacific, where rural settlements on the coast are already experiencing 
the consequences of rising sea levels.  
 
In the Solomon Islands, the provincial capital has already been relocated,57 and in the Marshall Islands, 
many villages are reporting the loss of farms and crops as a result of the rising sea level.58 Studies have 
shown that the estimated sea level rise of 1 meter by the end of the century would result in the loss 
of 15% of the land mass in the Pacific.59  
This would cause large scale migration, with a recent report showing that the expected sea level rise 
could result in 1.7 million displaced people in the Pacific region by 2050.60 This would likely have 
significant ramifications, with possible loss of property, jobs and agriculture. The rising sea level is only 
one aspect of the detrimental effect of climate change in the Pacific, with studies showing an increase 
in weather severity and large scale coral bleaching as other potential results.61  
 
Climate change and other environmental problems cannot be contained to a specific region. Even 
though the economically powerful are more shielded to environmental problems, the world - 
developed and developing alike - is facing the same environmental threats. As an influential power in 
the Pacific, Australia could play a role in conveying the problems of the region to the international 
community. The purpose of this would be to decrease the human factors contributing to 
environmental problems and to prepare for the effects they could have on the region. 
 
c) Forging new international partnerships62 
 
“One simple idea lies behind the principle of global partnership. People and countries understand that 
their fates are linked together. What happens in one part of the world can affect us all. Some issues 
can only be tackled by acting together. Countries have resources, expertise or technology that, if 
shared, can result in mutual benefit Working together is not just a moral obligation to help those less 

                                                 
56 J. Sturmer, “Climate summit: Humanity has never faced a greater challenge, UN secretary-general Ban Ki-Moon says”, ABC News, 
2014, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-24/un-says-climate-change-biggest-ever-threat-to-
humanity/5764636, (accessed 14 September 2014). 
57 S. Albert & M. Flanagan, ‘Rising Sea levels force Pacific Island Capital to relocate’, University of Queensland 
News, 2014, http://www.uq.edu.au/news/article/2014/08/rising-sea-levels-force-pacific-island-capital-
relocate, (accessed 20 September 2014). 
58 K. Valentine, “Marshall Islands speaker tells UN ‘We are drawing the line here’ On Climate Change”, Climate 
Progress, 2014, http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2014/09/23/3570736/kathy-jetnil-kijiner-marshall-islands-
un-speech/, (accessed 23 September 2014). 
59 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis, United 
Nations, New York, 2013. 
60 Brookings Institution, On the Front Line of Climate Change and Displacement: Learning from and with Pacific 
Island Countries, London School of Economics, London, 2011. 
61 Australian Bureau of Meteorology and CSIRO, Climate, Variability, Extremes and Change in the Western 
Tropical Pacific: New Science and Updated Country Reports 2014, Australian Bureau of Meteorology and 
Commonwealth Science and Industrial Research Organisation, Melbourne, 2014. 
62 United Nations, ‘A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and transform Economies through Sustainable 
Development’, op. cit., pp. 9-10. 
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fortunate but is an investment in the long-term prosperity of all.” - Excerpt from ‘A New Global 
Partnership’ Report63 

The broad range of economic, social and environmental concerns in the Pacific are too large for any 
one nation to be able to achieve significant progress. The problems of the Pacific require international 
partnerships and commitments if the Pacific is to make development progress. Australia has been a 
key player in international development efforts in the Pacific, and yet this has resulted in measurable 
MDG progress. The reality is that the efforts of Australia are not enough on their own. There must be 
a partnership of entities committed to the improvement of the Pacific if the region is to achieve any 
development progress. This will be essential to any international development success in the Pacific 
post-2015. 
 
Climate change, poverty, and discrimination are problems that require societal and international 
partnerships in order to create change. Some entities that can play a role in dealing with these 
problems are businesses, national governments, local authorities, foundations, and international 
organisations. Australia has international networks and influence. This, combined with Australia’s 
established relationships in the region, puts Australia in a unique position to be able to create the 
partnerships necessary to create long-term growth and development in the Pacific region. As one of 
the most significant nations in the region, Australia stands to be one of the main beneficiaries of a 
more successful, stable and developed Pacific. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Even though the MDG’s have produced significant achievements in international development since 
2000, there has been uneven progress amongst developing nations. The Pacific, in particular, is one 
region that has been notable for the lack of improvement in MDG target areas. This is in spite of the 
large amount of development funds and material directed towards the region. The problems are 
broad, and require partnerships between countries, international organisations, and other entities if 
true and lasting progress is to be made. Australia is in a unique position to facilitate such partnerships, 
and this should be a priority so that the Pacific is able to share in the development progress being 
achieved worldwide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
63 Ibid. 
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