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2019 UNFCCC COP25 Policy Fellowship 
Policy Proposal Instructions  

 

Overview 
The purpose of the proposal is to determine the focus and content of your policy paper, which you will 
complete as part of the Policy Fellowship component of the Global Voices Scholarship Program. Your proposal 
cannot exceed 500 words.  
 
Your policy paper must include specific recommendations for domestic policy implementation that are 
realistic and achievable. While we are looking for innovative policy solutions based on ideas that demonstrate 
imagination and cutting-edge research, you should consider what can be achieved within the research 
timelines and within your available resources.  
 
Your final paper will be approximately 2,500 words. If your final version is of high enough standard, it will be 
published on our online journal. You will also be supported to submit altered versions of your research to 
media organisations and think tanks for further publication, most often in the form of editorial or feature 
articles.  
 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
The ultimate objective of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is to 
“stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic (human 
induced) interference with the climate system.” The Conference of the Parties (COP) was established under 
the UNFCCC as the supreme body of the Convention with the mandate to adopt the decisions necessary to 
promote its implementation. COP is held annually and attended by country negotiators, international 
agencies and bodies, and observers. At the historic COP21 in December 2015, the international ‘Paris 
Agreement’ was reached. This is a global response to climate change containing specific goals for responding 
to climate change, mechanisms to pursue these goals, and binding obligations for all Parties. 
 
COP25 will be held in Santiago, Chile, in December 2019. This COP will aim to finalise some aspects of the 
‘Paris Rulebook’, the instructions for the implementation of the Paris Agreement, which was largely agreed 
upon at COP24 in Katowice, Poland. This COP is also predicted to have a strong focus on oceans, and is being 
called the ‘Blue COP’. Most significantly, COP25 is a chance for countries to raise their ambitions on 
emissions reductions targets. 
 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change


UPDATED: 27 June 2019 

Policy Prompts 
We have split up each priority into a research area and provided prompts and questions for each. You do not 
need to address the prompts directly, but your proposal must address ONLY one of the research areas. 
 
Mitigation: The Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and the Enhancement of Sinks 
 

I. “It’s a little-known fact that these water-based ecosystems can sequester up to four times as much carbon 
as a traditional land-based forest ecosystem. If degraded or destroyed, significant amounts of greenhouse 
gases are released, making their conservation critical.” (Minister Frydenburg, 2017). Australia has set 
ourselves up as a leader in the Blue Carbon space, however strong barriers to effective implementation of 
carbon sequestration in ocean environments exist. Provide recommendations on how Australia can 
address key barriers, including: the difficulty in measuring effects; the reversing effects of climate change 
impacts on the process; and the challenges associated with blue carbon conservation/regeneration being 
used as an ‘offset’ for other emitting activities. 

 

II. “UN Environment reports we face similar challenges with respect to global emissions levels: national 
pledges only bring a third of the reduction in emissions that we need by 2030 to meet climate targets.” 
(COP23 Opening Speech by Patricia Espinosa). What can Australia do to address the missing piece of the 
emissions reduction puzzle? Use successful case studies from other nations to assist in developing your 
recommendations. 

  

Adaptation: The Adjustment of Natural and Human Systems in Response to Climate Change 
 

I. “Australia will provide additional support to key climate initiatives to help Pacific countries mitigate and 
adapt to climate change and meet their climate goals” (Minister Bishop). Climate change threatens to 
undermine defence, political, economic, and social progress in the Asia-Pacific region. How can Australia 
best collaborate with our Pacific neighbours to ensure we can contribute to greater climate justice? 

 

II. “Climate change is one of the most pressing public health threats of our time.” (Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, Director-General of WHO). The World Health Organisation released a Special Report on 
Health and Climate Change at COP24. How can Australia’s health policies be adapted to successfully 
address the key health risks caused by climate change? 

 

III. The importance of transparency in national planning and decision-making processes has been a central 
agenda item at the Australian co-chaired Umbrella Group (UNFCCC). Outline how Australia can improve 
its own transparency practices. 

Loss and Damage 

I. Article 8 of the Paris Agreement states that Parties recognise the importance of averting, minimising and 
addressing loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change. Least Developed 
Countries (LDC) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) have limited means to avert or minimise loss 
and damage in the adverse effects of climate change. What could Australia do to strengthen their ability?  

 
Increasing Ambition 

 
I. The Talanoa Dialogue was an initiative by the 2017 Fijian Presidency to bring non-state actors to the formal 

intergovernmental process, in order to share success and challenges, and to increase ambition (COP23). 
However, the Dialogue process was completed at COP24 in 2018. Should the sharing of successes and 
discussions between State and Non-State actors continue? How can Australia best engage in this? 
 

https://climateanalytics.org/briefings/the-dangers-of-blue-carbon-offsets-from-hot-air-to-hot-water/
https://cop23.unfccc.int/news/opening-speech-by-patricia-espinosa-at-the-un-climate-change-conference-cop23
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_171115a.aspx
http://www.who.int/phe/news/climate-change-cop23/en/
http://www.who.int/phe/news/climate-change-cop23/en/
https://www.who.int/globalchange/publications/COP24-report-health-climate-change/en/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/australia_-_article_6.2_roundtable_contribution_sbsta47.pdf
https://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/ref_8_decision_xcp.21.pdf
https://cop23.com.fj/talanoa-dialogue/
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II. There are many businesses, cities, and local and State and Territory Governments that are acting on 
climate change in innovative and successful ways. Discuss ways that Australia can capitalise on these 
learnings to ensure best-practice approaches are delivered around the country. 

Gender and Indigenous perspectives 

I. “To better engage with Indigenous peoples and women as part of our action on climate change” (Minister 
Frydenburg’s national statement at COP23). How can Australia better engage Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in the climate change dialogue? Use the Indigenous and Local Communities Platform to 
guide your proposals. 
 

II. The objective of the Gender Action Plan is to advance women’s leadership and decision-making as a crucial 
step towards successful responses to the challenges of climate change. What gender-sensitive policies 
and/or innovative practices could the Australian Government implement to advance gender-responsive 
climate mitigation and adaptation? 

Finance 

IV. “Business can move the markets to promote the green economy we need” (Secretary-General of the UN). 
Examine the ‘green economy’ and how it can be used to implement the Paris Agreement. How can the 
Australian private sector be mobilised to support more ambitious and innovative adaptation responses? 
 

I. “Our challenge is to create the conditions for investment to flow, and to get all forms of finance working 
together for maximum impact.” (World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim). How can the Australian 
Government support greater private-public-partnership investment in renewable energies and climate 
resistant technologies?    

 

Proposal Structure 
Your proposal must include the following sections: 

▪ Context and background, including a top-line review of the existing research/commentary. 
▪ Your research aims. 
▪ Your proposed recommendations. 

Proposed Recommendations 

▪ Provide specific, realistic, and achievable policy recommendations. You should aim to write these 
using SMART criteria. 

▪ These must relate specifically to Australia, but should also consider the global implications of their 
implementation.  

▪ Recommendations should outline the mechanism responsible for implementing, funding, and 
evaluating the success of the policy recommendation. It is not always the same organisation who does 
all three of these. For example, many Federal Departments provide funding to the ABS to conduct 
research into a specific area, which is then used and evaluated by another organisation. 

▪ You should consider what success would look like, if your recommendation was to be implemented. 
How would this be measured? And by whom? How would this fit within existing outcome measures? 

http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/bonn_may_2017/application/pdf/cp23_auv_ipp.pdf
http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/bonn_nov_2017/application/pdf/cp23_auv_gender.pdf
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2017-11-15/secretary-general-cop23-remarks
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/09/20/heads-of-un-and-world-bank-announce-initiative-to-ramp-up-finance-for-climate-action?CID=CCG_TT_climatechange_EN_EXT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMART_criteria
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