
 

 

UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW63) Research Fellowship 
Proposal Instructions  

 

Overview 
The purpose of the proposal is to determine the focus and content of your policy paper which you will 
complete during the course of the program. We are looking for ideas that demonstrate imagination and 
provide innovative policy solutions. Your recommendations must relate to Australian foreign or domestic 
policy. You should also consider what can be achieved within the research timelines and with the available 
resources. Your proposal cannot exceed 500 words. Your final paper will be approximately 2500 words.  
 

Fellowship Timeline 
 Due Date 

Research Outline Friday 7th September 

First Feedback Round Friday 21st September 

Final Draft  Friday 26th October 

Second Feedback Round  Friday 2nd November 

Final Submission  Friday 8th February 2019 
 

 

Context 
The UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively 
dedicated to the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women. 
 
During the Commission’s annual two-week session, representatives of UN Member States, civil society 
organisations and UN entities gather at the UN headquarters in New York. Here they discuss progress and gaps 
in the implementation of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the key global policy document 
on gender equality, and the 23rd special session of the General Assembly held in 2000 (Beijing+5), as well as 
emerging issues that affect gender equality and the empowerment of women.  
 
Member States agree on further actions to accelerate progress and promote women’s enjoyment of their 
rights in political, economic and social fields. The outcomes and recommendations of each session are 
forwarded to ECOSOC for follow-up. 
 
  



Priority theme  
Social protection systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls.  
 
Review theme 
Women’s empowerment and the link to sustainable development, from the 60th session of the CSW. 
 

Research Prompts 
We have split up each priority into a research area and provided prompts and questions for each. You do not 
need to address the prompts directly, but your proposal must address one of the research areas. 
 
Sustainable Development 
 

I. “Progress in sustainable agriculture and rural development will contribute to transformation for 
gender equality and rural women and girl’s empowerment.” (IPS) What policy recommendations 
would support sustainable agriculture and rural development to transform gender norms for rural 
women and girls.  
 

II. The 2030 Agenda is clear: there can be no sustainable development without gender equality. 
(Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform). Discuss policy to address what is needed to bridge 
the remaining gaps between rhetoric and reality.  

 
III. Propose how Australia can achieve Sustainable Development Goal 5.4. 

 
IV. Discuss the vital role men can play in achieving gender equality.  

  

Climate Change 

I. “UN Women hopes to see women and disadvantaged groups not only more resilient but also 
empowered to take decisions and lead actions on climate change and disasters,” (Ms. Miwa Kato, 
Director for UN Women in Asia and the Pacific) Discuss policy measures that can be implemented to 
increase women’s participation in combatting climate change. 

 
II. Examine how addressing gender inequality in the Asia-Pacific can build climate change resilient 

communities.  
 
Information and Communications Technology  

I. "We have seen how information communications technologies can be powerful catalysts for political 
and social empowerment of women, and the promotion of gender equality” (UN News). Explore 
opportunities to achieve gender equality in the ICT sector. 

 
II. “Digital technology can transform lives if we get it into the hands of the people who need it, and that's 

why we’re working hard every day to help increase access for rural women and girls” (WFP Executive 
Director David Beasley). Explore how ICT can support social inclusion and boost economic 
opportunities for rural women and girls. 

 
  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/51sess.htm
http://www.ipsnews.net/2018/03/rural-womens-empowerment-road-gender-equality-sustainable-development/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/files/Metadata-05-04-01.pdf
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/building-climate-resilient-asia-pacific
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/building-climate-resilient-asia-pacific
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1105699/icode/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1004432
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/information-and-communications-technologies-are-essential-empowerment-and-success-
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/information-and-communications-technologies-are-essential-empowerment-and-success-


Social Protection Schemes 
 

I. ‘Social protection has great potential for promoting women’s economic empowerment and reducing 
gender inequalities’ (OECD). Examine potential schemes for supporting women’s economic 
empowerment through public debt reduction and economic competitiveness.  

 
II. “The integration of gender in social protection has been uneven and ambiguous, with women’s 

specific risks and constraints not addressed” (UN Women). Consider ways to close the gender gap in 
social protection coverage.  

 
III. Women participate less in the labour market, earn lower wages and enjoy less access to credit and 

other assets than men. How can social protection schemes enhance women’s access to personal 
income? 

 
IV. Australian women account for two-thirds of the domestic load, while Australian men account for two-

thirds of the paid work. Suggest policy recommendations for the Australian government to address 
the gender gap of paid and unpaid work. 

Rural and Regional Women  
 

I.       Rural women are more vulnerable to economic and climatic shocks than men. (FAO Director-General 
José Graziano da Silva). Increase the responsiveness of social protection programs for rural women 
and girls following natural disasters.  

 

II. Rural women and girls face the brunt of the feminization of poverty, the impacts of climate change, 
desertification, extreme weather events and natural disasters. Discuss measures to develop resilience 
for women living in rural, regional or remote areas.  

 

Proposal Structure 
Your proposal must include: 

 An outline of the issues and your research aims. 
 Questions your study will investigate or answer. 
 Context and background. 
 A topline review of the existing research and commentary. 

Proposed Recommendations 

 Provide initial or tentative policy recommendations.  
 Recommendations should aim to be as practical as possible.  
 Can relate to Australia but must consider global implications of policy.  

 

 

http://www.oecd.org/gender/Enhancing%20Women%20Economic%20Empowerment_Fin_1_Oct_2014.pdf
http://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2015/unwomen-policybrief01-makingnationalsocialprotectionfloorsworkforwomen-en.pdf?la=en&vs=541
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1004432
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1004432

