
 

UNCSW62 Commission Research Fellowship: Proposal Instructions 

The purpose of your proposal is to outline the issues you wish to explore and address in your research. 
Your research will culminate in the creation of a policy paper with practical recommendations that relate 
to Australian foreign or domestic policy and once completed will be published on our website. A key 
intention of both the research proposal and final policy paper is giving you enough expertise that you can 
effectively participate at the commission on the status of women. We are looking for applicants who 
demonstrate imagination by providing innovative policy solutions. You should also consider what can be 
achieved within the research timelines and with the available resources.  

Your proposal cannot exceed 500 words. Your final paper will be approximately 2500 words.  

Context 

The sixty-second session of the Commission on the Status of Women will take place at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York from 12 to 23 March 2018. Representatives of Member States, UN entities, 
and ECOSOC-accredited non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from all regions of the world will be 
attending. The main themes of the conference will directly address the challenges and opportunities of 
achieving gender equality whilst also addressing issues regarding the empowerment of rural women and 
girls. 
 
Following the conclusion of 47th session in March 2003, the peripheral theme of the commission will be 
centred around the “participation in and access of women to the media, information and 
communications technologies, and their impact on and use as an instrument for the advancement and 
empowerment of women.” 

Research proposals must relate to one of the following areas and to the themes of CSW62.  

  

https://globalvoices.org.au/journal/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/member-states
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/ngo-participation


Policy/Research Areas  

Research area one: Rights and Equality 

Prompts 

1. How can government, civil society and the private sector work more effectively to achieve gender 
equality in Australia? 

2. Identify measures to accelerate and increase private sector initiatives to promote leadership roles 
for women in Australia.  

3. Discuss ways in which the government can implement policy measures to support and/or protect 
sexual and reproductive health rights of women and girls. You may wish to focus on rural areas or 
Indigenous communities.  

4. Examine how violence against women and girls undermines a community’s social fabric and 
prevents them from achieving social and economic equality. 

Research area two: Rural Women and Girls Empowerment  

Prompts: 

1. What innovative measures can the government implement to improve and/or bring about 
empowerment and social recognition of rural women?                                                                              

2. Discuss the conference theme ‘challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the 
empowerment of rural women and girls’ from an Australian perspective. 

3. The #NiUnaMas movement was created in response to a growing number of gender-related 
murders in Latin America. Discuss current and prospective regional initiatives to prevent femicide.  

Research area three: Participation in information and communication technology (ICT) 

Prompts:  

1. In November of 2016 the office of the Chief Scientist released a report on the obstacles Australian 
women face pursuing careers in STEM disciplines. Provide recommendations to overcome these 
obstacles. You can read the report here.  

2. How can information and communication technology be used as an instrument for the 
advancement and empowerment of women?  

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/apr/21/water-crisis-gender-inequality-progress-latin-america-plateau
http://www.chiefscientist.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/OCS-paper-13.pdf


Proposal Structure 

You must submit your research proposal in the following structure. 

Introduction & Context 

• Outline the issues you wish to discuss and your research aims 
• The questions that the proposed study will investigate and answer 
• Context and background 
• Brief review of the existing research and expert commentary 

Proposed Recommendations 

• Provide initial or tentative policy recommendations 
• Recommendations should aim to be as practical as possible 
• Factors which could influence or change your recommendations during the research process 
• Your policy recommendations must relate to Australia either domestically or globally. 

Literature Review/References 

• A brief overview of the current literature 
• A minimum of three proposed resources/references, at least one must be a primary resource 
• How you intend to undertake your research (methodology) 
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