
 

UNFCCC COP23 Climate Talks Research Fellowship: Proposal Instructions 

The purpose of your proposal is to outline the issues you wish to explore and address in your research. 
Your research will culminate in the creation of a policy paper with practical recommendations that relate 
to Australian foreign or domestic policy and once completed will be published on our website. A key 
intention of both the research proposal and final policy paper is giving you enough expertise that you can 
effectively participate in the climate negotiations especially the civil society working groups at the 
conference. We are looking for applicants who demonstrate imagination by providing innovative policy 
solutions. You should also consider what can be achieved within the research timelines and with the 
available resources.  

Your proposal cannot exceed 500 words. Your final paper will be approximately 2500 words.  

Context 

According to COP23 President and Prime Minister of Fiji Frank Bainimarama, the Bonn Climate Conference 
will be focusing on transparency, inclusivity, advancing the Paris agreement and using his countries own 
experience as the first Small Island Developing State (SIDS) to guide the proceedings.  

More specifically Prime Bainimarama has outlined his leadership agenda to include climate adaptation 
finance, effective monitoring of adherence through the rulebook to the Paris Agreement and the 
objectives of the Climate Action Agenda. This is in addition to the ongoing negotiations on mitigation, 
adaptation, agriculture & food security, capacity building, energy, finance, forests & REDD, governance, 
transparency and technology.  

Research proposals must be on one of the following areas and relevant to the UNFCCC climate 
negotiations process. Prompts are only there as a guide, if you are more interested in a different aspect of 
the research area please make this the focus of your proposal. 

Policy/Research Areas  

Research area one: Climate Adaption Finance 

Prompts: 

1. A recent speech to the Asian Development Bank by Fiji Minister of Economy Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum 
in relation to the Climate Finance Facility noted that most climate finance is still directed towards 
mitigation rather than adaptation. What measures could improve this dynamic? Should the current 
balance of funds be maintained? What are some practical policy implications that could address 
this imbalance? 

2. The Green Climate Fund (GCF) has received increasing attention as a vehicle to lead paradigm shifts 
in finance for Annex II countries. Discuss ways in which the GCF can better achieve these goals.  

https://globalvoices.org.au/journal/
https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20170510/281719794499722


3. Consider innovative ways that climate finance and especially climate adaption finance can be 
improved, this may be investigating better risk management or insurance mechanisms. 

Research area two: Transparency and effective monitoring of adherence through the rulebook of the 
Paris Agreement 

Prompts: 

1. What steps can be taken to continue the momentum since the Paris agreement and to make sure 
that the rulebook is delivered by 2018. 

2. Although there has been substantial improvement in accounting frameworks since the Kyoto 
Protocol, how can measures be improved to set the stage for effective international markets. A 
potential avenue of research could be investigating ways that can avoid unnecessary complexity 
and double counting. 

Research area three: Climate Action Agenda 

Prompts: 

1. Identify measures that can accelerate and increase private sector action including the ways in 
which they can monitor progress and track the impact of their investments. 

2. What measures can be taken to strengthen the Climate Action Agenda and the relationships 
between governments, cities, business, investors and citizens. 

3. How can the Climate Action Agenda be used to catalyse sustainable development? Discuss 
potential policy measures. 

Research area four: Mitigation 

Prompts: 

1. What policies can countries achieve their National Determined Contributions (NDCs) with the 
lowest mitigation cost.  

2. What cooperative approaches could be used by countries to achieve their mitigations goals and 
NDCs. 

 

Research area five: Technology 

Prompts: 

1. The development and transfer of technology to developing countries is vital to achieving the goals 
set under the Paris agreement. How can UNFCCC and the negotiations better facilitate this 
transfer? 

2. What policy measures can be undertaken that can lead to innovation and fostering of technologies 
that assist climate adaptation and mitigation. 

 

 

 

 



Proposal Structure 

You must submit your research proposal in the following structure. 

Introduction & Context 

• Outline the issues you wish to discuss and your research aims 
• The questions that the proposed study will investigate and answer 
• Context and background 
• Brief review of the existing research and expert commentary 

Proposed Recommendations 

• Provide initial or tentative policy recommendations 
• Recommendations should aim to be as practical as possible 
• Factors which could influence or change your recommendations during the research process 
• Your policy recommendations must relate to Australia either domestically or globally. 

Literature Review/References 

• A brief overview of the current literature 
• A minimum of three proposed resources/references, at least one must be a primary resource 
• How you intend to undertake your research (methodology) 

 

 


	UNFCCC COP23 Climate Talks Research Fellowship: Proposal Instructions
	Research area one: Climate Adaption Finance
	Prompts:
	Research area two: Transparency and effective monitoring of adherence through the rulebook of the Paris Agreement
	Prompts:
	Research area three: Climate Action Agenda
	Prompts:
	3. How can the Climate Action Agenda be used to catalyse sustainable development? Discuss potential policy measures.
	Research area four: Mitigation
	Prompts:
	Research area five: Technology
	Prompts:
	1. The development and transfer of technology to developing countries is vital to achieving the goals set under the Paris agreement. How can UNFCCC and the negotiations better facilitate this transfer?
	2. What policy measures can be undertaken that can lead to innovation and fostering of technologies that assist climate adaptation and mitigation.
	Proposal Structure

