
 

 

World Bank Group and IMF Annual Meetings Research Fellowship 
Proposal Instructions  

 
Overview 
The purpose of the proposal is to determine the focus and content of your policy paper which you will 
complete during the course of the program. We are looking for ideas that demonstrate imagination and 
provide innovative policy solutions. Your recommendations must relate to Australian foreign or domestic 
policy. You should also consider what can be achieved within the research timelines and with the available 
resources. Your proposal cannot exceed 500 words. Your final paper will be approximately 2500 words.  
 
Fellowship Timeline 

 Due Date 
Research Outline Friday 7th September 
First Feedback Round Friday 14th September 
Final Draft  Wednesday 26th September  
Second Feedback Round  Monday 1st October 
Final Submission  Friday 19th October 

 
 
Context 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
The IMF oversees the international monetary system, including the promotion of exchange rate stability and 
the expansion and balanced growth of international trade. Each IMF member country is represented on the 
IMF Executive Board and is responsible for approving IMF loans to address balance-of-payments and capacity 
building in member countries. The IMF also publishes several influential economic reports every year, 
including the World Economic Outlook, Fiscal Monitor and Global Financial Stability.  
 
The World Bank Group 
The World Bank Group is comprised of five separate organizations with the collective aim of ending extreme 
poverty and promoting shared prosperity. Each organisation fulfills a separate function which includes dispute 
settlement, sustainable development and financial investment. You can read more about each organisation 
of the World Bank Group here.  
 
The World Bank Group and IMF have not been without controversy, the structural adjustment programs of 
the 1980s were criticized over strict repayment conditions and in some cases led to the reversal of 
development outcomes in target countries. Over the last decade, the meeting agenda has shifted to address 

http://www.imf.org/external/country/index.htm
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/weo
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/fm
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/gfsr
http://www.worldbank.org/en/about


the adverse impacts of past policy, particularly as it relates to environmental and gender equality issues. We 
encourage prospective applicants to engage critically with the decisions of the IMF and WBG and provide ideas 
for improvement and/or change.   
 
The Annual Meetings take place every year at the World Bank and IMF Headquarters in Washington D.C. and 
includes side events hosted by civil society groups.   
 
Research Prompts 
These prompts are designed to guide you in the creation of your policy proposal. You do not necessarily need 
to address one of the prescribed topics, but your topic must demonstrate its relationship to World Bank or 
IMF projects and have a domestic and international dimension.  
 
The following topics relate to key agenda items at the 2017 Meetings.  
 
Forced Displacement and the Private Sector 
What role can the private sector play on the issue of forced displacement? How do we move beyond typical 
“corporate social responsibility” programs and use core business to drive change for refugees?  
 
Young People and the Future of Work  
The future of work is more uncertain than ever. The confluence of digital forces could lead to the creation of 
opportunities that never existed in the past. At the same time, it could also lead to increased automation and 
result in significant job losses. Examine the state of youth employment today and the implications for tomorrow. 
 
Systemic Risk and Macroprudential Stress Testing 
The global financial crisis has placed the concept of systemic risk at centre-stage for central banks and 
regulatory authorities. There have been ground breaking advances in identification and measurement of 
systemic risk, but how can these measurements be used to implement policy? 
 
Civic Engagement 
Civic participation is key to achieving results in development, and the World Bank considers inclusive citizen 
engagement and institutions to be core tenets of its work. Explore the potential use of frontier technologies in 
citizen engagement and social inclusion to ultimately improve policy-making and service delivery. 
 
Fintech  
Consider how the financial services landscape may be transformed by the widespread adoption of financial 
technology. How can central banks and regulators mitigate potential risks to financial stability and integrity 
without stifling innovation? 
 
Transport Infrastructure 
With transport demand at an all-time high, countries cannot continue to embrace unsustainable policies that 
expand the carbon footprint of the sector. What role can technology and digital innovation play in overcoming 
transport challenges?   
 
Sustainable Development Goals 
What role can the private sector play in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?  
 
Climate Change  
Review key economic and financial issues related to the impact of climate change this could include systemic 
financial stability risks from climate change, regulatory and industry perspectives on green financing, and 
measuring the social cost of carbon. 
 



Artificial Intelligence 
Discuss the economic implications of Artificial Intelligence and recommendations to effectively manage its 
potential.  
 
Proposal Structure 
Your proposal must include: 

¾ An outline of the issues and your research aims. 
¾ Questions your study will investigate or answer. 
¾ Context and background. 
¾ A topline review of the existing research and commentary. 

Proposed Recommendations 

¾ Provide initial or tentative policy recommendations.  
¾ Recommendations should aim to be as practical as possible.  
¾ Can relate to Australia but must consider global implications of policy.  

 

 

 


