
 

World Bank Group and IMF Annual Meetings 

Research Fellowship: Proposal Instructions 

The Global Voices Research Fellowship is designed to familiarise you with the issues and topics addressed at the 

WBG and IMF Annual Meetings (economics, trade or otherwise). If your application is successful, your research 

proposal will provide the basis for a paper which includes your policy ideas and recommendations.  

Your recommendations must relate to Australian foreign or domestic policy. We are looking for applicants who 

demonstrate imagination by providing innovative policy solutions. You should also consider what can be achieved 

within the research timelines and with the available resources. Your proposal cannot exceed 500 words. Your final 

paper will be approximately 2500 words.  

Context 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
 

The IMF oversees the international monetary system, including the promotion of exchange rate stability and the 

expansion and balanced growth of international trade. Each IMF member country is represented on the IMF 

Executive Board and is responsible for approving IMF loans to address balance-of-payments and capacity building in 

member countries. The IMF also publishes several influential economic reports every year, including the World 

Economic Outlook, Fiscal Monitor and Global Financial Stability.  

The World Bank Group 
 

The World Bank Group is comprised of five separate organizations with the collective aim of ending extreme poverty 

and promoting shared prosperity. Each organisation fulfills a separate function which includes dispute settlement, 

sustainable development and financial investment. You can read more about each organisation of the World Bank 

Group here.  

The World Bank Group and IMF have not been without controversy, the structural adjustment programs of the 

1980s were criticized over strict repayment conditions and in some cases led to the reversal of development 

outcomes in target countries. Over the last decade, the meeting agenda has shifted to address the adverse impacts 

of past policy, particularly as it relates to environmental and gender equality issues. We encourage prospective 

applicants to engage critically with the decisions of the IMF and WBG and provide ideas for improvement and/or 

change.   

The Annual Meetings take place every year at the World Bank and IMF Headquarters in Washington D.C. and 

includes side events hosted by civil society groups.   

  

http://www.imf.org/external/country/index.htm
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/weo
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/weo
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/fm
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/gfsr
http://www.worldbank.org/en/about


Policy Areas 
The World Bank Group and IMF Annual Meetings cover a wider variety of topics. Prospective applicants may choose 

any project or policy area as the basis of their research, however the connection to the WBG and IMF agenda must 

be clear.   

To start we would suggest reading up on the World Bank Group or IMF agencies i.e. Multilateral Investment 

Guarantee Agency (MIGA); International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), International 

Development Association (IDA), International Finance Corporation (IFC), International Centre for Settlement of 

Investment Disputes (ICSID); or Australia’s role as an Executive Director. Analysis and recommendations stemming 

from recently published IMF or WBG reports is also suitable.  

Proposal Structure 

You must submit your research proposal in the following structure. 

Introduction & Context 

• Outline the issues you wish to discuss and your research aims 

• The questions that the proposed study will investigate and answer 

• Context and background 

• Brief review of the existing research and expert commentary 

Proposed Recommendations 

• Provide initial or tentative policy recommendations 

• Recommendations should aim to be as practical as possible 

• Factors which could influence or change your recommendations during the research process 

• Your policy recommendations must relate to Australia either domestically or globally. 

Literature Review/References 

• A brief overview of the current literature 

• A minimum of three proposed resources/references, at least one must be a primary resource 

• How you intend to undertake your research (methodology) 
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